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THE INSPIRATION

OLDENBOOK WAS INSPIRED by a visit to a
used book store in Saint Paul back in 2002.
On the floor | saw a box filled with tattered
copies of The Golden Book Magazine, which was
published monthly from 1925 to 1935 and featured
short fiction from well-known writers.

What caught my attention was its elegant hand-
lettered logotype. | have no idea who did it, but | had
never seen anything quite like it. With its large capi-
tals and small lowercase, it struck me as an Art Deco
take of the classic Trajan Roman. | fell in love with it
and thought | might be able to use it as the basis for
a typeface design.

There wasn’t much to go on, just the letters in
the words “Golden Book” and “Magazine.” Yet the
basic forms were there: Old style proportions; very
small x-height; round, open shapes; short, spur-like
serifs; lapidary terminals on the lowercase letters like
a and r; and a certain fussy charm that brought to my
mind top hats and tails.

Spinning all this out into a complete font is the
kind of challenge | enjoy, a bit like writing historical
fiction, | suppose. If a typeface in this style had been
made around the time the magazine existed, what
would it have looked like?

Given that there was so little to work from, the re-
sulting typeface comes mostly from my imagination
and familiarity with the letterforms of different eras.
The initial version had three rather light weights:
Light (based on that large G), Regular, and Bold.

| first released it in 2003. Since then, | have seen
it most often used on book covers. (Maybe it’s the
name...?) Designers also seem to favor the capitals
over the lowercase.

Goldenbook has been slowly becoming more
popular in recent years, so, in 2019, | added three
new weights—Extrabold, Heavy, and Black—sup-
port for Cyrillic, and lots of under-the-hood improve-
ments. All of which | hope will make it more useful
and versatile. —MARK SIMONSON
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Localized Forms for Dutch, Bulgarian, and
Serbian.
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Goldenbook Light

The humorous story is

PY told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that there
is anything funny about
it. But the teller of the

comic story tells you
beforehand that it is one

of the funniest things

he has ever heard, then
The humorous story is told gravely. The
teller does his best to conceal the fact
that he even dimly suspects that there

is anything funny about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells you beforehand

that it is one of the funniest things he
M I has ever heard, then tells it with eager
delight, and is the first person to laugh

\N’}lCIl 1’\C gets through. Al’\d SOl’Y\Ctile€S,

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal the fact that he even
dimly suspects that there is anything funny

about it. But the teller of the comic story tells

you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
m things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager

° delight, and is the first person to laugh when
‘\4 a n 1 T 1 C 6 n T he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had
JL 1 _ good success, he is so glad and happy that he

will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around

] ¥ — from face to face, collecting applause, and then
repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing to see.
) ) ) ” The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best

to COﬂCCE]l Tht‘ {E]Cf rhar hC‘ ecven dlﬂ]l) suspects ThE\T ThCI'C

is anyt]mxg {any about it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he

D . F C oy
a rl Z—\/O u S ra n a 1 S has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the first
) °

person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he
has had good success, he is so glad and happy that he will

repeat the “nub” of it and glance around from face to face,
collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic
The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the fact

. .
that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it. But the teller of
1 n e 1 n ( . U a rt( r y the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he has

ever heard, then tells it with cager delight, and is the first person to laugh when

he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had good success, he is so glad and

SAN F RAN C I S C O CA] l F O R N IA happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around from face to face,
9 collecting applause, and then repeat it again. Itis a pathetic thing to see
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Goldenbook Light
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Goldenbook Regular

The humorous story is
told gravely. The teller

® does his best to conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller

of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it

is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard,
The humorous story is told gravely. The
teller does his best to conceal the fact

that he even dimly suspects that there
is anything funny about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells you beforehand

that it is one of the funniest things he
has ever heard, then tells it with eager
delight, and is the first person to laugh

when he gets through. And sometimes,

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal the fact that he even
dimly suspects that there is anything funny

about it. But the teller of the comic story tells

you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
Py things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager
delight, and is the first person to laugh when
a n 1 C e n t he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had
good success, he is so glad and happy that he
will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around

from face to face, collecting applause, and then
repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing to see.
The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best

to COnCea' the ICaC[ tha[ hﬁ even ([irﬂ[y SUSpCCtS [hat [hﬁre
is anything funny about it. But the teller of the comic story

[ ]
7 tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he
a r €Z— O u S ra n g a l S ° has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the

HFS[ person to |augh W hﬁl”l l’]C gets through. And some[imes,

if he has had good success, he is so glad and happy that he
\’\’i” rﬁpﬁa[ the “nub"7 OF(I an([ g]ancﬁ around Fro[n faCC to
face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. Itis a
° . The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the fact
ln e ln e u a rter ! O l that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he

has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the first person to laugh
when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had good success, he is so

S AN F R A N C l S ( O C AL] F O R N I A glad and happy that he will epeart the *nub” of it and glance around from face
9 to face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing to see.
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Goldenbook Regular
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Goldenbook Bold

City
EARITH

J1abunck

CHICAGO
Magnificently

BOOK JACKET

Parlez-Vous Francais?

MANHATTAN ISLAND

Wine & Dine Quarterly 2017
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

The humorous story is
told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it
is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard,

The humorous story is told gravely. The
teller does his best to conceal the fact
that he even dimly suspects that there
is anything funny about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells you beforehand
that it is one of the funniest things he
has ever heard, then tells it with eager
delight, and is the first person to laugh
when he gets through. And sometimes,

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal the fact that he even
dimly suspects that there is anything funny
about it. But the teller of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager
delight, and is the first person to laugh when

he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had
goocl success, he is so glad and happy that he
will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around
from face to face, collecting applause, and then
repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing to see.

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best
to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects that there

is anything funny about it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he
has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the
first person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes,
if he has had good success, he is so glad and happy that he
will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around from face to
face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the fact
that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he
has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the first person to laugh
when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had good success, he is so
glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around from face
to face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing to
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Goldenbook Bold
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Goldenbook Extrabold

The humorous story is

‘ told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller

of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it

is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard,
The humorous story is told gravely.
The teller does his best to conceal
B ; the fact that he even dimly suspects
about it. But the teller of the comic story tells
PY you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with
a n l ‘ e nt eager delight, and is the first person to laugh
when he gets through. And sometimes, if he

has had good success, he is so glad and happy

that there is anything funny about

it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforehand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard,
then tells it with eager delight, and is
the first person to laugh when he gets

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal the fact that he even

dimly suspects that there is anything funny

that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance

around from face to face, collecting applause,
and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best
to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects that there
[ ] 7 is anything funny about it. But the teller of the comic story
ar eZ- Ou S ran gal S tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest things he
® has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the

first person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes,
if he has had good success, he is so glad and happy that he
MAN HA I I AN l S I AN D will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around from face to
face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. Itis a
(Y Y The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the
ln e ln e u a rter ! O l fact that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it. But
the teller of the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest

things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the first person
to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had good success,

S AN F RAN C l S C O ( AL[ F O RN l A he is 0 glad and happy that he vill repeat the “aub” of it and glance around
9 from face to face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic
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Goldenbook Extrabold
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Goldenbook Heavy

City
EARTH

Muszapa

CHICAGO

Magnificent

BOOK JACKET

Parle-Tu Francais?

MANHATTAN ISLAND
Wine & Dine Quarterly 2016
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

The humorous story is
told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it
is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard,

The humorous story is told gravely.
The teller does his best to conceal
the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about

it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforehand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard,
then tells it with eager delight, and is
the first person to laugh when he gets

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal the fact that he even
dimly suspects that there is anything funny
about it. But the teller of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with
eager delight, and is the first person to laugh
when he gets through. And sometimes, if he
has had good success, he is so glad and happy
that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance
around from face to face, collecting applause,
and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his
best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects that
there is anything funny about it. But the teller of the comic
story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight,
and is the first person to laugh when he gets through.

And sometimes, if he has had good success, he is so glad
and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance
around from face to face, collecting applause, and then

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the
fact that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it. But

the teller of the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the first person
to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had good success,
he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance around
from face to face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic
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Goldenbook Heavy
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City
EARTH

Kanszun

DETROIT

Affiliadons
BOOKPLATE

Etes-Vous Francais?

MANHATTAN ISLAND
Wine & Dine Quarterly 19
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

The humorous story is
told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it
is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard,

The humorous story is told gravely.
The teller does his best to conceal
the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about

it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforehand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard,
then tells it with eager delight, and is
the first person to laugh when he gets

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal the fact that he even
dimly suspects that there is anything funny
about it. But the teller of the comic story tells
you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with
eager delight, and is the first person to laugh
when he gets through. And sometimes, if he
has had good success, he is so glad and happy
that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance
around from face to face, collecting applause,
and then repeat it again. It is a pathetic thing

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his
best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects

that there is anything funny about it. But the teller of

the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the
funniest things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager
delight, and is the first person to laugh when he gets
through. And sometimes, if he has had good success, he is
so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it and
glance around from face to face, collecting applause, and

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the
fact that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it. But
the teller of the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the funniest
things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is the first
person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had good
success, he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it and glance
around from face to face, collecting applause, and then repeat it again. It is a
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