uette

“The Sto ry
oq

“Jhin
QLq ht
@.Qq ular
Rold
Cxtrabeld
Black

uring the nineties, | worked at Rivertown Trading Com-
pany, which published mail order gift catalogs, includ-
ing Wireless (“for fans of public radio”) and Signals
(“for fans of public television”). My job was designing
products like t-shirts, mugs, umbrellas, and packaging for audio
cassettes and videotapes, which were all sold in these catalogs.
Sometimes | helped with design of the catalogs. | In late 1993,
| was assigned to redesign the Signals catalog. One of the logo
concepts | came up was a sort of mid-20th-century European
script, like the kind you

might see on a vintage
camera or radio. It was n@ls g : l
a bit of a cross between g Lq nats

Typo Upright and Kabel.
It ended up not being used, but something about this script idea
caught my imagination. | became preoccupied with it and started
making sketches in idle moments. Pretty quickly | had the basic
design worked out. But with a full-time job and other things going
on in my life, Deco Script, as | called it at the time, got put on the
shelf. 11n 1995, | made an attempt to turn it into a font. | decided to
call it Ruby Script, after my daughter, since she was born around
time | had the initial idea. Working in Adobe illustrator, | built it
from simple geometric shapes. But it came out stiff and mechani-
cal looking and failed to capture the spirit of the design. Frustrat-
ed, | set it aside. | In early 2001, | decided to start fresh and try a
different approach. By this time, | knew exactly how | wanted it to
look. | started sketching the boldest weight in pencil. Part of my
strategy was to make the drawings fairly small—about a half inch
tall, close to a size the font might be used. I've found that working
too large can lead to letter designs that don’t work as well when
they are set smaller. | also didn’t try to make very precise draw-
ings. The idea was to get the idea down, to capture the essence
of it, not to nail down the details and finished appearance. They
were notes to myself rather than working drawings. § | scanned
the sketches and started working on the computer. This was were
the real drawing happened. But | was careful not to rely too much
on the circle tool, the mistake I'd made in my earlier failed attempt.
And | tried not to be too rigid with measuring every little thing,
trusting my eye instead. | was surprised at how well it worked, and
I've worked this way ever since. 1 As the new font neared comple-
tion, | discovered that there was a fairly new scripting language
called Ruby, so Ruby Script was not going to work as a name.
The design loosely follows the French script model, so | started
looking through a French/English dictionary. Of all the possibili-
ties | found, Coquette stood out as the clear winner. | released
Coquette in 2001 with three styles—Light, Regular, and Bold—and
a basic Western Latin character set. In 2010 | added support for
Central European Latin-based languages. In 2017 | released ver-
sion 2.0, adding three new weights—Thin, Extrabold, and Black,
which had been on the back burner for ages—and 81 new glyphs,
including alternate b and o forms (without the little blobs), an alter-
nate s, a complete set of f-ligatures, support for arbitrary fractions,
and a bunch of incidental math symbols that will probably never
be used, but were missing in earlier versions. —Mark Simonson

ARBITRARY FRACTIONS

2/3,1/8, 53/72...
> %5 Vs, 53/4...

ALTERNATE CHARACTERS

Uerbose > Uerbose
ASL > el
100% > 100%

fo ff ffR AL R 5 fk
DOUYACDENGHINGS...
Spyacdenghiklsgti. ..
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“JThe humorouws story s
told qrqudq. “The teller

does his best to conceal
the ]EQCJE that he even
dme suspects that
there G ngﬂmmq }Eummq
about it. But the teller
o][ the comic story tells
you b@f@r@hamd that

tt s one o]f the ][ummczst

thmqs he has cuer h@qrd,

“Jhe humorous story s told qrquew
“Jhe teller does his best to conceal
the ’:(1(‘}( that he even (hmm suspects
that there i qmﬁhmq ]Eurmq about

. But the teller ofthz comue story
tells you b@fo*@hqnd that it is one of
the ;unm@,\t Lhnq,\ he has euer heard,
then tells it with eager dQUq ht and s

the %rst person to hluq h when he gets

{T”«? }WU""\CT'OJ\ story * ‘f)«d C’V"QLI?ILJ. (7%(7 {?HQ”

does his best to conceal the fact that he even
cﬁﬂﬂq suspects that there U :Lmqihnq ][mmp
about it. But the teller C" the comic story tells
you b@{r@r@hmd that it s one f the furvml@st

things he has ever heard, then tells t with

eager :’;0\1;’4'\{, and s the ﬂm\ person to h}uq’x
when he gets thre uqh. Nnd sometimes, 1{ he
has had c;ooz,{ success, he is so qbd and. nappy
that he will repeat the “nub” Of it and qu:@

uroun,d fro m /{’VO;C/Z to fil(,‘@, L‘OLQCT.UIO’ ap p‘uuw,

. A .
and then repeat tt agawn. Jt v a F(\Hvzﬂc

appy that he will repeat the “nub” of

and q\:mw«z around frrnm fﬂw& 1o f’;cc, collecting applause,
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Co quette Biq ht
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“Tashionable QLquerLQ

quuis'ﬁce Colo r]fut Creations

“Jhe humorous story s
told qrcwdq. “The teller

does his best to conceal
the ]CQCJE that he even
dLm[g suspects that
there s qnqthmq ][urmq
about . But the teller
o][ﬂme comuic story tells
you beforzhcmd that

tt 1 one O]E the ]Cummest
Jthmqs he has ever

“The humorous story s told qrqudq.
The teller does his best to conceal
the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there i qmﬁhmg ]furmg about

it. But the teller o]“the comuic story
tells you be](orehcmd that it s one of
the funnieﬁt Jthmqs he has ever heard,
then tells it with eager deuq ht and i
the first person to laugh when he gets

The humorous story s told qrqudg. The
teller does his best to conceal the cht that

he cuen dme suspects that there s angthmq
]furumq about it. But the teller o][ the comic
story tells you beforehand that it s one of the
funniest things he has ever heard, then tells it
with eager de[iqhﬁ, and s the ]QLM‘( person to
Lquqh when he gets H\rouqk. ‘And sometimes,
Lf he has had qood success, he Us so qtad and
qupq that he will repeat the “nul’ o]( it and
glance around from face to face, collecting
applause, and then repeat it again. It s a

The humorous story u told qrqudq. The teller does his
best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects

that there is qngthmq funm; about it. But the teller of
the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of

the funmzst H\‘qu he has ever Hzar&, then tells it with
eager delight, and is the first person to laugh when he
gets H‘Lrouqh. And sometimes, L]( he has had qood success,
he is 50 glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub’

o]f it and qlqncz around from chz to fcth, couzcﬂnq

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal
the fact that he even dimly suspects that there s anything funny about it
) of the
fi en , and. is the
e gh hro he has had

ro y
good success, he s so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it

and glance around from face to face, collecting applause, and then repeat
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“JThe humorous story is
told gravely. Jhe teller
does his best to conceal
the fac’c that he euen
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller
of the comic story tells
you laeforehanol that

it s one of the fu_nnles’c
th’mqs he has ever

“The humorous story s told qr'aue[q.
The teller does his best to conceal
the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about
it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforehand that it is one of
the funnies‘l: 'th'mqs he has ever heard,
then tells it with eager oleliqh.‘t, and
is the first person to laugh when he

The humorous story s told qrauelq. The
teller does his best to conceal the fact that
he even dimly suspects that there is anything
funny about it. But the teller of the comic
story tells you beforehand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard, then
tells it with eager delight, and is the first
person to laugh when he gets through. And
sometimes, i.f he has had qcod success, he s

so glad and happy that he will repeat the

“nub’ of it and glance around from face to

face, collecting applause, and then repeat it

The humorous story s told qrctue'.q. The teller does his
best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about it. But the teller of
the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of
the funnimt H\'ans he has ever heard, then tells it with
eager delight, and i the first person to laugh when

he gets throuqh. And sometimes, if he has had qood
success, he is so glad and happy that he will repeat
the “nub” of it and q[ctr\cz around from fctce to face,

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the
fact that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it.
But the teller of the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of the
funniest things he has ever heard, then tells it with eager delight, and is
the first person to laugh when he gets through. And semetimes, if he has
had good success, he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of
it and glance around from face to face, collecting applause, and then
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‘The humerous story is
told gravely. The teller
does his best te conceal
the fact that he even
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller
of the comic story

tells you beforechand
that it is one of the
funniest things he has

The humerous story is told gravely.
The teller does his best to conceal
the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about
it. But the teller of the comic stery
tells you beforchand that it is ene of
the funniest things he has ever heard,
then tells it with ecager delight, and
is the first persen to laugh when he

The humorous story s told qrauelq. The
teller does his best te conceal the fact

that he even dimly suspects that there is
anything funny about it. But the teller of
the comic story tells you beforehand that

it is one of the funniest things he has ever
heard, then tells it with eager deliqht, and
is the first persen to laugh when he gets
through. And semetimes, if he has had geed
success, he is so glad and happy that he will
repeat the “nub’ of it and glance arcund
from face to face, collecting applause, and

The humorous story is told qrauelq. The teller does his
best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about it. But the teller of
the comic story tells you beforehand that it is one of
the fu.nn'tzst tl't'mqs he has ever heard, then tells it with
eager delight, and is the first person to laugh when

he qgets throu.qh. And sometimes, if he has had qoccl
success, he is so glad and happy that he will repeat
the “nub” of it and qlance around from fnce to fcl.cc,

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal the
fact that he even dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it.
But the teller of the comic story tells you beforechand that it is one of the
funniest things he has ever heard, then tells it with ecager delight, and is
the first person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has
had good success, he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub”
of it and glance around from face to face, collecting applause, and then
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Coquette €xtrabold

The humorous story is
' told gravely. The teller
does his best to econceal
the fact that he cven
dimly suspeets that
there is anything funny

Ca
N |

about it. But the teller
of the comie story tells

you beforchand that
it s one of the funniest
things he has ever

The humerous stery is told gravely.

E

The teller does his best to conceal
‘ the fact that he cven dimly suspeets
that there is anything funny about
it. But the teller of the comie story
tells you beforchand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard,

then tells it with cager delight, and
is the first person to laugh when he

The humerous story is told gravely. The
teller does his best to conceal the fact that
he cuven dimly suspects that there is anything

funny about it. But the teller of the comic
story tells you beforchand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard, then

tells it with cager delight, and is the first
ra nq c c e person to laugh when he gets through. Rnd

sometimes, if he has had good suceess, he is
so glad and happy that he will repeat the
P o o “nub” of it and glance around from face to
face, collecting applause, and then repeat it
a ut c u l s l ne The humerous story is told gravely. The teller does his
best to conceal the fact that he even dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about it. But the teller of

P the comic story tells you beforchand that it is one of
the funnicst ﬂ\inqs he has ecver heard, then tells it with
re me e e n e cager delight, and is the first person to laugh when he

gets through. Rnd sometimes, if he has had goed success,
he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub”
of it and glance around from face to face, collecting

[ ] ([ ] [ ]
as lo “a e l nq e I le The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to conceal

the fact that he cven dimly suspects that there is anything funny about it.

But the teller of the comic story tells you beforchand that it is ene of the

e o ) funniest things he has cver heard, then tells it with cager delight, and is
x u ls lt e ° ° r u reat lo ns the first person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has
q had good success, he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of

it and glance around from face to face, collecting applause, and then
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The humorous story is
told gravely. The teller
does his best to conceal
the fact that he cuen
dimly suspects that
there is anything funny
about it. But the teller
of the comie story tells
you beforchand that

it is one of the funniest
things he has cver

The humorous story is told gravely.
The teller does his best to conceal

the fact that he cuen dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about
it. But the teller of the comic story
tells you beforchand that it is one of
the funniest things he has ever heard,
then tells it with cager delight, and is
the first persen to laugh when he gets

The humorous story is told gravely. The

teller does his best to conceal the fact that

he cven dimly suspects that there is anything
funny about it. But the teller of the comie
story tells you beforchand that it is one of

the funniest things he has cver heard, then
tells it with cager delight, and is the fimt
persen to laugh when he gets through. Rnd
sometimes, if he has had good suceess, he is so
glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub”
of it and glance around from face to face,
colleeting applause, and then repeat it again.

The humerous stery is told gravely. The teller does

his best to conceal the fact that he cuen dimly suspects
that there is anything funny about it. But the teller of
the comic story tells you beforchand that it is one of

the funniest things he has cver heard, then tells it with
cager delight, and is the first persen to laugh when he
qgets through. And sometimes, if he has had good success,
he is so glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub”
of it and glance around from face to face, colleeting

The humorous story is told gravely. The teller does his best to coneeal the
fact that he cuen dimly suspeets that there is anything funny about it.

Rut the teller of the comic story tells you beforchand that it is one of the
funniest things he has ever heard, then tells it with cager delight, and is the
first person to laugh when he gets through. And sometimes, if he has had
qood success, he is s0 glad and happy that he will repeat the “nub” of it
and glance around from face to face, collecting applause, and then repeat
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